common chicken mite, Deivnanyssus gallinae, was studied and described by Redi in the seventeenth century. That these mites may be agents in the transmission of disease was demonstrated some years ago in the case of the common rat mite, Echmolaelaps ecMdninus (Berlese) , which was shown to transmit a disease-producing protozoan among white rats. Recently another species, the tropical rat mite, Lipoiiyssus hacotl (Hirst), has been implicated in the transmission of a disease of man, endemic typhus.
A study of the 15 species described as new in this paper has thrown much new light on generic characters in the group; in fact, it has resulted in the description herein of five new genera and a redescription of six old ones. The separation of certain members of the familjT^Dermanyssidae from those of Parasitidae has always been difficult. It is here suggested that as far as the mouth parts are concerned the dividing point between the two families be based upon the presence on the chelicerae of either true teeth or cheliceral setae. If either one of these characters is present, the genus should be placed in the Parasitidae; if 
